WHAT IS “AZBUKA” by Leo Tolstoy?

                   Historical Data

Complete original version of “Azbuka” as a set of educational books was first published in 1872. Its goal was to introduce preschoolers and young schoolchildren to the basics on such subjects as nature, society; to develop kids writing, reading, calculating abilities and skills. “Azbuka” happened to become a sort of encyclopedia linked to the world of kids’ imagination, created by the writer.

“NEW AZBUKA” (1874-1875) was based on the original one. Actually it was a new book in terms of structure and contents. The key characteristics of the new book is its accent on various approaches in teaching the elementary reading skills – for example, by means of sounds, combinations of letters and even recognizing the whole words and sets of words. The new book had the happier destiny than the original one. At the end of 1874 “New Azbuka” was approved by The Ministry of Education and, for that reason, gained wide popularity. In Leo Tolstoy lifetime (during the 35 years since the first edition) “Azbuka” was re-published 28 times, 2 millions of copies in total (a huge amount for that century). The text of “New Azbuka” was not corrected or changed by the author after the first publication.
The influence of “New Azbuka” for all educational books in Russia was enormous.

It would be absolutely fair to claim that L.Tolstoy’s “Azbuka” is STILL the best educational book for young kids’ upbringing. From philological perspective the book is beyond the best among the all those used in primary schools. It’s a well-known fact both in Russia and aboard.

And today, so many years after L.Tolstoy created the book, its texts are known as the best ones in the world literature for kids. S.Marshak said:”While reading Tolstoy’s textbook again and again we value and appreciate it more and more: the more we read – the more we appreciate his ability to brilliantly use all potentials of the Russian language including the tiny little details; we  can not stop admiring Tolstoy’s generosity of the creative thought transformed into the unique true stories”

The present edition is called L.N.TOLSTOY. AZBUKA. EDITION by I.A. Truhacheva. Tula, “Svamia”, 2009 – includes the both of Tolstoy’s books. His second book, as the most recognized and totally accepted in Russia, is taken for the basis of the current edition. Some chapters from the big “Azbuka” are added as valuable bonus contributing to fruitful development of speech with the young kids. Similar edition was printed in 1997 and eventually successfully used. On top of that, for experimental purposes, the book  has been used as the basic major textbook in one of primary schools in the city of Tula, and contributed to achieving amazing results. The wise use of “Azbuka” proves its actuality not just as means of forming and developing reading skills  but also serves as an unlimited object for further research open for new discoveries
WINNING FEATURES OF L.TOLSTOY’S “AZBUKA”

Which criteria give advantage to “Azbuka” in comparison with the rest of existing educational materials on teaching elementary reading skills?

· plenty of reading material (starting with 100 new words in active vocabulary);

· presence of syllabic tables (exceptionally important for speech correction);

· word-formation out of definite syllabic combinations – a unique method of L.Tolstoy: only one and two-syllables words are used, but they are familiar and attractive to kids);

· short words are easy to read by a child (no need to divide the words into syllables);

· most of the words are effortlessly memorized by kids making it easy to recognize them in different contexts later on;

· most of the words are pure Russian, not borrowed from foreign languages – it makes speech clean;

· glossary at the appendix helps to understand the meaning of the old, out of usage but still important historically words;

· out of modern usage words introduced by means of glossary and visual aids are involved into active vocabulary which leads to eventual  comprehension of classical Russian literature;
· the structure of all texts instantly involves the kids into the subject matter and develops emotionality as well;

· kids are eager to response: after several classes they are open for discussions, expressing their opinions, sharing their personal experiences;

· the texts of the book are strongly recommended for discussions on the subject of moral;

· “Azbuka” is full of materials creating psychological situations brushing kids observation skills, wit and will;

· Lots of materials are good for discussions on safety, self- and mutual help;

· A number of stories in the book contribute to development of logics, to say nothing about great importance of proverbs, sayings and set expression treasuring any language.

On the whole “Azbuka” presents the ideal set of materials for young kids’ upbringing. The book of L.Tolstoy is universal – it can be widely used by qualified teachers, parents, baby sitters, speech specialists. 
